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Gwendolyn J. Sterk and the Family Law Group 

 Gwendolyn J. Sterk has been practicing family law since 

1989 and successfully started her own law firm, Sterk Family 

Law Group, P.C., in 2015 in Orland Park, IL. The team believes 

in a holistic approach to the practice of family law and estate 

planning and strives to not only serve a client’s legal needs, but 

also to help manage a client’s emotional and overall well-being. 

The Family Law team works hard to establish connections with 

a vast network of counselors, support groups, and other various 

non-traditional service providers within our communities for 

their unique resource center, which provides clients with access 

to help prepare for the next steps in their lives.   

 In 2017, Sterk Family Law Group was the founding 

sponsor of the free community program called “Building Hope 

for the Future” to provide the community with access to 

resources similar to the law group’s in-house resource center.  

The Building Hope for the Future program is held each month 

to offer public programs about a variety of life topics ranging 

from anxiety and depression, to bullying, financial planning, 

human trafficking, special needs, and more.   

 The members of the Sterk Family Law Group team are 

advocates for providing ongoing education and are often 

involved in sharing their knowledge by speaking to business 

chambers, mental health organizations, mental health 

providers, and educational institutions. The Sterk Family Law 

Group’s YouTube page serves as another avenue for the firm 

to share information to the world via video podcasts, co-hosted 

by Gwendolyn J. Sterk and various professionals, to discuss a 

plethora of trending topics, issues and laws. 
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 The Sterk Family Law team strives to provide clients and 

the community with the tools they need to be empowered by 

their life changes and encouraged to move on with integrity and 

dignity. Stay connected on Facebook, YouTube, LinkedIn and 

Instagram: Sterk Family Law Group 

 

Sterk Family Law Group, P.C. 

www.sterkfamilylaw.com 

info@sterkfamilylaw.com 

815-600-8950 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@sterkfamilylaw.com


 

v 

Foreword 

 Domestic Violence comes in many shapes and form and 
can affect anyone, regardless of age, race, socioeconomics, or 
gender. Because many, if not all, victims of Domestic Violence 
feel helpless with nowhere to escape, we felt the need to 
publish this book to let victims know that there are legal 
remedies available in Illinois and the abuse CAN STOP.     

 This book does NOT constitute legal advice and is NOT 
a substitute for a one-on-one consultation with a licensed 
attorney. If you are in a dire emergency - please call 911 - 
otherwise please read this book...and empower yourself to stop 
the abuse and reclaim your life. 

 

National Domestic Violence Hotline:   

https://www.thehotline.org/  

800.799.SAFE (7233) 

 

 

Illinois Department of Human Services Domestic Violence 
Helpline:  

1-877-TO END DV or 1-877-863-6338 (Voice) 
1-877-863-6339 (TTY) 
The hotline is toll free, confidential, multilingual, and open 24-
hours.
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ABUSE IS SERIOUS 

There is no particular social class, economic class, 
gender, race, or ethnicity who is exempt from domestic 
violence.   

 
Domestic violence is not limited to one certain class of 

individuals who are more prone to violence and there is no 
particular stereotype. It occurs in affluent families as well as 
families below the poverty line. Regardless of your background, 
the law affords the same opportunities for protection to all 
victims of domestic violence.   

 
Domestic Violence is an epidemic that affects an 

unknown number of people due to the underreported nature of 
the issue.  This abuse comes in many forms: physical abuse, 
mental abuse, verbal abuse, spiritual abuse, sexual abuse, and 
financial abuse. It is estimated that 1.3 million women and 
835,000 men are victims of physical violence by an intimate 
partner each year. Intimate Partner Violence - Statistics, 
EXHALE TO INHALE, https://www.exhaletoinhale.org/dv-statistics 
(last visited June 23, 2020).  

 
The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

reports that 85% of victims are women and it is believed that 
one in every four American women will experience or has 
experienced Domestic Violence in their lifetime. Id. 

 
For many, their home is a place of warmth, comfort and 

stability. It is also the place they feel safe. Most people enjoy 
time with their families inside their home and have a place to 
decompress from the hustle of life.  For Domestic Violence 
victims, a home is the opposite of that; it is more like a prison. 
Because Domestic Violence is a taboo social topic, many 
people go to great lengths to hide what is happening inside their 
residence. Instead of disclosing the abuse to family and loved 

https://www.exhaletoinhale.org/dv-statistics
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ones, victims become isolated from the people that were close 
to them in the past. 

Domestic Violence has many ripple effects on a victim’s 
life. These effects can be emotional and psychological and can 
continue long after the abuse has ended. Victims experience 
fear for their safety, fear for the safety of others, and suffer 
emotional distress. Many victims alter their daily routines to 
avoid the persons who are abusing them. Some victims are in 
such fear that they relocate to another city, town or state. 
Depending on the connections between the victim and their 
abuser, the lingering effects of the abuse can evoke many 
troublesome feelings for the victim.   

 
Due to the commonly reported feelings of shame and 

guilt, a victim may continue to isolate themselves from loved 
ones and have issues with poverty and homelessness due to 
past abusive acts.  The connections they may have had in the 
past may have been eroded or the abuse victim believes the 
relationships are eroded and they have no one to turn to for help 
or support.  Additionally, survivors of domestic violence have 
the scars of past abuse significantly influencing their potential 
for future romantic relationships.  Some survivors looking for a 
loving relationship enter into new relationships which duplicate 
the same pattern of abuse. 

 
Domestic violence is not a subject to be taken lightly.  

Domestic violence is a crime.  In fact, Section 102 of the Illinois 
Domestic Violence Act of 1986 (herein IDVA), specifically 
identifies domestic violence as a serious crime against both the 
individual as well as society. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/102(1) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631).  The IDVA was enacted to 
promote the underlying purpose of recognizing domestic 
violence as a serious crime against the individual and society 
which produces family disharmony in thousands of Illinois 
families, promotes a pattern of escalating violence which 
frequently culminates in intra-family homicide, and creates an 
emotional atmosphere that is not conducive to healthy 
childhood development.  It also recognizes domestic violence 
against high risk adults with disabilities, who are particularly 
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vulnerable due to impairments in ability to seek or obtain 
protection, as a serious problem which takes on many forms, 
including physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation.  Finally, the IDVA facilitates accessibility of 
remedies under the Act in order to provide immediate and 
effective assistance and protection. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/102(1)-(2) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

 
  The IDVA also seeks to support the efforts of victims of 
domestic violence to avoid further abuse by promptly entering 
and diligently enforcing court orders which prohibit abuse and, 
when necessary, reduce the abuser's access to the victim and 
address any related issues of child custody and economic 
support, so that victims are not trapped in abusive situations by 
fear of retaliation, loss of a child, financial dependence, or loss 
of accessible housing or services. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/102(4) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
 

 The Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986 also defines 
the terms of domestic violence and abuse.  Domestic violence 
is defined as the abuse by a family or household member.  The 
term abuse has been defined as physical abuse, harassment, 
intimidation of a dependent, interference with the personal 
liberty, neglect, or willful deprivation. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/103(1) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). In recognizing 
that the legal system was once ineffective when dealing with 
family violence, the legislators enacted the Illinois Domestic 
Violence Act of 1986 to avoid the widespread failure to 
appropriately protect and assist victims of domestic violence.   

 
 A recent addition to the Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 
1986 is the Victims’ Economic Security & Safety Act (VESSA). 
In previous years, victims of domestic violence found it difficult 
to seek necessary services for fear of taking too much time off 
work in order to pursue remedies for domestic violence.  As a 
result of the fear of missing work or losing a job, as of January 
1, 2017, employers must allow time off from work for victims of 
domestic violence in order for the victims to seek medical 
attention, obtain victim services and/or counseling, seek legal 
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assistance to ensure safety, and to participate in court 
proceedings related to the violence alleged.  820 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
Ann. 180/20(a)(1)(A)-(E) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
 
  VESSA provides for penalties for an employer’s failure 
to implement and follow the procedures as enumerated in 
VESSA. The Department of Labor is the regulatory agency who 
will conduct any investigations as to any reported violations of 
VESSA. 820 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 180/35(a)(1) (LexisNexis 
through P.A. 101-631). Such penalties include, but are not 
limited to, paying reasonable attorneys’ fees and compensation 
for lost wages.  820 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 180/35(a)(1)(A)-(C) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
 

Illinois has taken measures to include salon 
professionals in the fight against domestic violence. As of 
January 1, 2017. Illinois became the first state in the nation to 
require that hair stylists attend domestic violence training. 225 
Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 410/3-7 (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
631). This training is to help salon professionals recognize the 
potential victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.  The 
law does not require salon professionals to become mandatory 
reporters, but the law urges the professionals to assist and 
direct their clients to domestic violence resources. 

 
The Illinois Domestic Violence Act ("IDVA") is a law that 

relates specifically to family and household members. Under 
the IDVA, a Circuit Court Judge can order and forbid a family or 
household member from continuous abusive behavior by 
granting an Order of Protection. Whether you are the person 
seeking an Order of Protection or the individual who is ordered 
to comply, it is extremely important to understand the severity 
and obligations of such an Order.    

 
An Order of Protection is a written Court Order which 

prohibits abusive behavior by law.  The Order is protective by 
nature and usually requires that the alleged abuser stay away 
from the victim and cease all contact with him or her.  The IDVA 
considers various behaviors as abusive including physical 
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abuse, harassment, intimidation of a dependent, interference 
with personal liberty, willful deprivation, exploitation, and 
stalking. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/103(a) (LexisNexis 
through P.A. 101-631).  These types of restraining Orders are 
only put in place after a Judge deems it necessary.   It is 
imperative to understand the Order and to comply with the 
restrictions outlined therein.  Anyone found to be in violation of 
an Order of Protection will find themselves in a legal position 
much worse than that which required the Order in the first place.   

 
Orders of Protection can be entered to protect a spouse, 

an ex-spouse, a girlfriend/boyfriend who have or have had a 
dating or engagement relationship, parents, children, 
stepchildren, significant other/partner, persons who share or 
allege a blood relationship through a child, persons who live 
together or formerly lived together and persons with disabilities 
and their personal assistants. 

 
Illinois Domestic Violence Act, Section 201(a) specifies 

who is eligible for an Order of Protection. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
Ann. 60/201(a) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). What you 
should remember is that eligibility does not mean that you will 
automatically be granted an Order of Protection by an Illinois 
court. The provisions of the Act provide that the following 
persons are eligible for protection by the Act: 

 
1.  Any person abused by a family or 

household member; 
2.  Any high-risk adult with disabilities 

who is abused, neglected, or 
exploited by a family or household 
member; 

3.  Any minor child or dependent adult 
in the care of such person; and 

4.  Any person residing or employed at 
a private home or public shelter 
which is housing an abused family 
or household member. 
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750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/201(a)(i)-(iv) (LexisNexis through 
P.A. 101-631).  

 
An Order of Protection can protect victims of abuse, 

minors, or dependent adults in their care, and anyone who lives 
at or is employed at their place of residence. Id. In order to 
obtain an Order of Protection, allegations of some form of abuse 
need to be made by the party seeking the Emergency Order of 
Protection (or the Petitioner). 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/203(a) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The allegations 
can include descriptions of physical abuse, harassment, 
intimidation of a dependent, interference with personal liberty, 
or willful deprivation.  

 
If someone does not meet the criteria for an Order of 

Protection, a Stalking No Contact Order is another option for 
relief. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/15 (LexisNexis through P.A. 
101-650). The statute provides that the following persons are 
eligible for a Stalking No Contact Order: 

1. Any person who is a victim of 
stalking; 

2. A person on behalf of a minor child 
or an adult who is a victim of 
stalking, but because of age, 
disability, health, or inaccessibility, 
cannot file the petition; 

3. An authorized agent of a workplace; 
4. An authorized agent of a place or 

worship; or 
5. An authorized agent of a school. 

740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/15(1)-(5) (LexisNexis through P.A. 
101-650).  
 
 Under the Illinois Stalking No Contact Order Act, stalking 
is defined as engaging in a court of conduct directed at a 
specific person, and he or she knows or should know that this 
course of conduct would cause a reasonable person to fear for 
his or her safety, the safety of a workplace, school, or place of 
worship, or the safety of a third person or suffer emotional 
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distress. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/10 (LexisNexis through 
P.A. 101-650). “Course of conduct” means two or more acts, 
including but not limited to acts in which a respondent directly, 
indirectly, or through third parties, by any action, method, or 
means follows, monitors, observes, surveils, or threatens a 
person, workplace, school, or place of worship, engages in 
other contact, or interferes with or damages a person’s property 
or pet. Id. It also includes contact via electronic means. Id. But, 
stalking does not include an exercise of the right to free speech 
or assembly that is otherwise lawful or picketing occurring at a 
workplace that is otherwise lawful and arises out of a bona fide 
labor dispute. Id.  

Forms of Abuse 
 

Physical abuse can be defined as any act using physical force, 
confinement, or restraint against another person. 750 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 60/103(14)(i) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
Physical abuse also includes sexual abuse, sleep deprivation, 
and creating an immediate risk of physical harm. 750 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 60/103(14)(ii)-(iii) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
The evidence of physical abuse shows up in bruises, broken 
bones, cuts, scars, blackened eyes, and open wounds. The 
court can visibly see some signs of physical abuse. Be sure to 
document the evidence of physical abuse.  Take pictures and 
video upon the first appearance of any signs of physical abuse.  
Document the attack and the areas attacked with a physician.  

 
Harassment means knowing, unnecessary, and 

unreasonable conduct that is causing emotional distress. 750 
Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/103(7) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
631). Some examples of harassing behavior include but are not 
limited to making a disturbance at work or school, repeated calls 
or texts, threatening suicide, or threatening physical violence, 
confinement, or restraint. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/103(7)(i), 
(ii), and (vi) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

 
 Also, snatching a child or repeatedly threatening to do 

so is a harassing behavior. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
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60/103(7)(v) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The key to 
understanding harassment is to evaluate whether the conduct 
is unreasonable and whether the conduct causes emotional 
distress.  

 
There have been cases where an abuser calls a victim 

more than 100 times every day just to get the victim to “talk” to 
them and work things out. Granted, the reason for the call may 
have seemed innocent enough to the abuser, but the excessive 
calling is unreasonable conduct. Repeated and excessive calls 
can lead to emotional distress and the feeling that the calls will 
never end unless you do something about it. 

   
Stalking occurs when a person knowingly engages in 

two or more acts of surveillance and monitoring of a specific 
person, and he or she knows or should know that this course of 
conduct would cause a reasonable person to fear for his or her 
safety or the safety of a third person; or suffer other emotional 
distress. 720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/12-7.3(a-3)(1)-(2) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631).  

 
Stalking generally refers to a course of conduct, not a 

single act. 720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 6/12-7.3(c)(1) (LexisNexis 
through P.A. 101-631). The course of action could be direct, 
indirect, or through third parties. Id. Stalking actions may 
include a method, device, or other means in order to follow, 
monitor, observe, surveil, threaten, or communicate to or about 
who the abuser is stalking. Id. If a person engages in other non-
consensual contact or interferes with or damages a person's 
property or pet, the action could be stalking if the same is under 
surveillance.  Id.  

 
Stalking behavior includes following a person, 

conducting surveillance of the person, appearing at the 
person's home, work or school, making unwanted phone calls, 
sending unwanted emails, unwanted messages via social 
media, or text messages, leaving objects for the person, 
vandalizing the person's property, or injuring a pet. 740 ILCS 
21/5 (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631).  
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While estimates suggest that 70% of victims know the 
individuals stalking them, only 30% of victims have dated or 
been in intimate relationships with their stalkers. Id. All stalking 
victims should be able to seek a civil remedy requiring the 
offenders stay away from the victims and third parties. Illinois 
statute has expanded protections to include Cyberstalking as a 
form of abuse, and the use of electronic communication as a 
way to follow and surveil a victim. Id.  

 
Be careful before you go out and hire that private 

investigator to surveille your significant other or household 
member. You may believe that you are gathering information in 
order to get back at your cheating spouse. But, by the above 
definition, you could be stalking.   

 
Interference with personal liberty includes forcing 

someone to do things that they would not normally do through 
actual (or the threat of) physical force, abuse, harassment, 
intimidation or willful deprivation. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/103(9) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631).  

 
Intimidation of a dependent means involving or engaging 

in physical abuse of another in front of a dependent. 750 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/103(10) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
631). Willful deprivation is defined as willfully denying someone 
the care they need due to their disability, age, or health. 750 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/103(15) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
631).  

 
Examples of such deprivation include depriving the 

abused of food, shelter, medical care, and physical help. Id. 
 
Neglect is defined as the failure to exercise a reasonable 

person’s degree of care towards a high-risk adult with 
disabilities and includes: failure to take appropriate measures 
to protect against abuse; failure to provide food, shelter, 
clothing, and personal hygiene; failure to provide appropriate 
medical intervention; and failure to protect for health and safety 
hazards. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/103(11)(A)(i), (iii), (iv), and 
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(v) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). Neglect can also include 
repeated careless imposition of unreasonable confinement.  
750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/103(11)(A)(ii) (LexisNexis through 
P.A. 101-631). 

 
Exploitation includes but is not limited to, the 

misappropriation of assets or resources of a high-risk adult with 
disabilities by undue influence, by breach of a fiduciary 
relationship, by fraud, deception, or extortion, or the use of such 
assets or resources in a manner contrary to law. 750 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 60/103(5) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

The Process 
 
Under the Illinois Domestic Violence Act, there are three 

types of Orders of Protection. The Orders of Protection include: 
Emergency Order of Protection, Interim Order of Protection, 
and Plenary Order of Protection. Each of the aforementioned 
Orders of Protection have special conditions and vary as to the 
length of time the order of protection is in place after entry.  

 
An Emergency Order of Protection (EOP) is an ex parte 

order that can be granted for a period of 14 to 21 days without 
notice to the abuser (Respondent). 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/220(a)(1) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). This order 
may include a provision requiring the Respondent to stay away 
and have no contact with the Petitioner (the abused party). 750 
Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/217(a)(3)(i) (LexisNexis through P.A. 
101-631). Other provisions may also be included at the 
discretion of the Judge. In order to obtain an EOP, a Petitioner 
must be able to demonstrate specific abusive conduct by a 
Respondent. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/217(a)(2) (LexisNexis 
through P.A. 101-631). The EOP will likely list specific 
allegations of abusive conduct. These allegations will be the 
“facts” which will be presented at the hearing for an EOP. 

 
An Interim Order of Protection is an order that can be 

granted and remain in place for a period of up to 30 days. 750 
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Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/220(a)(2) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
631). Typically, this is used to extend the EOP to give parties 
time to get ready for a full hearing to determine the need for a 
Plenary Order of Protection.  A Plenary Order of Protection can 
be granted for up to a two-year period only after a hearing or 
agreement of the parties. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/220(b)(0.05) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). A hearing 
must be held with both parties having been afforded the 
opportunity to either obtain legal counsel and/or present 
evidence and witnesses in court. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/219 (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

 
The process for obtaining an Order of Protection begins 

with the filing of a Petition for Order of Protection. 750 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 60/202(a)(1) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The 
process can be initiated online in Will and DuPage County but 
must be verified and signed prior to appearing before a Judge. 
In other counties in Illinois, you will need to appear in person or 
research local rules for filing.  

 
 The Petition must include past and current proceedings 
between the parties as well as a detailed timeline of abuse that 
occurred by the abuser. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/203(a) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). It is important to remember 
when preparing the Petition, the victim will be expected to testify 
about the allegations plead in their Petition for Order of 
Protection; and therefore, the allegations must be true, accurate 
and complete, otherwise issues may arise at the hearing.   
 

Untrue statements, allegations and denials, made 
without reasonable cause and found to be untrue, shall subject 
the party pleading them to the payment of reasonable expenses 
actually incurred by the other party by reason of the untrue 
pleading, together with reasonable attorney's fees to be 
summarily taxed by the court upon motion made within 30 days 
of the judgment or dismissal, as provided in Supreme Court 
Rule 137. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/226 (LexisNexis through 
P.A. 101-631). The court may direct that a copy of an order 
entered under this Section be provided to the State's Attorney 
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so that he or she may determine whether to prosecute for 
perjury. Id. This Section shall not apply to proceedings heard in 
Criminal Court or to criminal contempt of court proceedings, 
whether heard in Civil or Criminal Court. Id 

. 
Filing for an Order of Protection (OP) is typically a very 

stressful process.  Someone in a position to file for an OP 
should consider a variety of things based on their specific 
situation and the domestic abuse that occurred.  First, it is 
important to realize that the period immediately following the 
filing of an OP is the most dangerous because it signifies to an 
abuser that the victim is taking steps to leave the relationship.  
Therefore, remembering that filing (and obtaining) an OP is the 
first important step in the process of getting away from an 
abuser, but preparing for what comes next is just as important. 

 
When filing an OP, it is important to remember each 

county is different.  The county where you choose to file the OP 
must meet one of four criterion; (1) the victim lives in that 
county, (2) the abuser lives in that county, (3) the abuse took 
place in the county, or (4) the OP is filed in the county the victim 
fled to for their protection. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/209(a) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631).  One option to start the 
process of obtaining an OP is to complete certain forms online 
(such as the “Petition for Order of Protection”); i.e. the 
document wherein the specifics of the alleged abuse are 
outlined. 

 
The Petition may exclude the petitioner's address if there 

is fear that the disclosure may further risk the safety of the 
petitioner or any family member. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/203(b) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). However, an 
alternate address must be provided. Id. An address for the 
Respondent (abuser) is vital to the process. The county sheriff 
department is responsible for serving the Respondent with a 
summons and without a viable address service cannot be 
performed. 

A plenary no contact or order of protection could be 
entered by default for the remedy sought in the petition, if the 
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abuser has been served or given notice in accordance with 
service requirements and if the abuser then fails to appear as 
directed or fails to appear on any subsequent appearance or 
hearing date agreed to by the parties or set by the court. 750 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/219(3)-(4) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
631). It is imperative for the victim to be sure to appear on the 
necessary court dates in order to move forward with the EOP.  
If the petitioner/victim fails to appear, it would likely result in the 
dismissal of the Petition for order of Protection/No Contact 
Order.   

 
To determine what counties in Illinois offer online access 

log onto  http://www.illinoisprotectionorder.org/OOP/.  (Note, 
this option may not be available in all counties).  If available, 
completing any or all of the initial filing forms online before 
traveling to the courthouse can save a significant amount of 
waiting time.  Thereafter, the victim will still need to go to the 
local county courthouse to begin the OP filing process with the 
Courthouse Clerk.  At that time the victim will sign their “Petition 
for Order of Protection” to attest to its content, and soon 
thereafter appear in front of a Judge for an Emergency hearing 
to determine if their Petition for Order of Protection will be 
granted.  If online access to initial OP forms is not available, the 
victim should travel to the appropriate courthouse to prepare 
the Petition for Order of Protection and file the OP. 

 
Depending on the county, there are generally court 

advocates who can assist the victim with the completion of the 
necessary paperwork.  The Court advocates are available to 
discuss the incidents that caused a victim to seek an OP, as 
well as discuss what remedies are available for a victim to 
request from the Judge that may be put in place for the duration 
of the Emergency OP (14-21 days). 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/205(b) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). Some of these 
“remedies” would include, but not be limited to, no physical 
contact between the victim of the abuser, no contact between 
the abuser and children of the parties or other family members; 
no phone or email contact; and exclusive possession of the 

http://www.illinoisprotectionorder.org/OOP/
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shared home, if applicable. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(b)(1), (2), (3) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

 
There is also a similar process for filing a Petition 

requesting a Stalking No Contact Order for eligible persons as 
mentioned earlier. Similar to filing for an Order of Protection, 
filing for a Stalking No Contact Order begins with the filing of a 
petition for a stalking no contact order in any civil court, unless 
specific courts are designated by local rule or order. 740 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/20(a)(1) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
650). Additionally, an action for a stalking no contact order may 
be commenced in conjunction with a delinquency petition or a 
criminal prosecution as provided in Article 112A of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure of 1963. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
21/20(a)(2). Under Illinois law, no fee is allowed to be charged 
for filing petitions or modifying or certifying orders in connection 
with stalking no contact orders. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
21/20(c) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-650). Similar to an Order 
of Protection, a petition for a Stalking No Contact Order should 
be filed in the county where: (1) the petitioner resides, (2) the 
respondent resides, or (3) one or more of the acts of the alleged 
stalking has occurred. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 20/55 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-650).  

 
If granted, an Emergency Stalking No Contact Order 

shall be effective for no less than 14 days, and no more than 21 
days unless it is re-opened or extended or voided by entry or 
an order of greater duration. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/105(a) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-650). A plenary Stalking No 
Contact order is effective for a fixed period of time, not to 
exceed 2 years (unless it is entered in connection with a 
criminal prosecution or delinquency petition, then the order 
shall remain in effect as provided in Section 112A-20 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/105(b) 
(LexisNexis through PA. 101-650). 
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The Remedies in an Order of Protection 

 

There are several remedies afforded to victims of 
domestic violence.  Such remedies include an Order of 
Protection (Emergency and Plenary), a Sexual Assault No 
Contact Order, and a Stalking No Contact Order.  A variety of 
additional remedy options are available within the order of 
protection. These remedies vary depending on the 
circumstances of each case and the Court’s discretion to grant 
remedies for the safety of the petitioner and other protected 
individuals.  Further IDVA allows for the Judge, at his or her 
discretion and based on the case facts, to prohibit abuser from 
continuing threats and abuse (abuse includes physical abuse, 
harassment, intimidation, interference with personal liberty, or 
willful deprivation); prohibit abuser from contacting victim 
through third parties; bar abuser from entering a shared 
residence, school, work, or other specific location; prohibit the 
abuser from using drugs or alcohol; and require the abuser to 
attend certain counseling classes for a period of time.  750 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(b)(1), (2), (3), and (4) (LexisNexis 
through P.A. 101-631). 

 
Further remedies in an Order of Protection are to prohibit 

the concealment or removal of a child out of state, entry of an 
order returning the child to the Court and setting a restriction or 
specific visitation rights. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(b)(5), 
(6), (7), and (8) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). Especially 
in cases where abuse occurred to a minor child, the Judge 
could bar the abuser’s access to any of the child’s medical 
and/or school records. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(b)(15) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631).  It is not uncommon for the 
Illinois court to order temporary physical possession of children 
while the order of protection is pending. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
Ann. 70/213(b)(5) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

 
 It is the Court’s duty to be sure to maintain the best interest, 
safety, and care of the child(ren) involved.  In considering the 
restrictions between the abuser parent and the child(ren), the 
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court will consider the facts presented in the Petition for Order 
of Protection to determine whether the children need to be a 
protected party and to what extent protections should be put in 
place.    

If you are obtaining an order of protection from the 
abuser and personal property has been removed or should be 
protected, the Order can grant you certain personal property 
and require the abuser to turn over any of your personal 
property in their possession. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(10)-(11) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
Additionally, there is a restriction and language in the Order that 
will bar the abuser from damaging, destroying, interfering with, 
or selling certain personal property. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(11) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). If you have a 
concern regarding your personal property, please be sure to 
provide as many details as possible as to the personal property 
and the reasons why these items need to be protected in the 
Petition for Order of Protection. 

 
A Judge could order a temporary allocation of parental 

responsibilities with respect to significant decision-making on 
behalf of the minor children. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(6) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The Petitioner could be 
awarded temporary decision-making responsibility in 
accordance with this Section, the Illinois Marriage and 
Dissolution of Marriage Act, the Illinois Parentage Act of 2015 
(IMDMA), and the Illinois State's Uniform Child-Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act with respect to education, 
medical, extracurricular, and religious decision for the 
child(ren). Id. If a court finds, after a hearing, that the abuser 
has committed abuse of a minor child, there is a rebuttable 
presumption that awarding temporary significant decision-
making responsibility to the abuser would not be in the child's 
best interest. Id. 

 
The court shall restrict or deny an abuser’s parenting 

time with a minor child if the court finds that Respondent 
(abuser) has done or is likely to do any of the following: (i) abuse 
or endanger the minor child during parenting time; (ii) use the 
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parenting time as an opportunity to abuse or harass petitioner 
or petitioner's family or household members; (iii) improperly 
conceal or detain the minor child; or (iv) otherwise act in a 
manner that is not in the best interests of the minor child. 750 
Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(7) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
631). The IDVA provides specifically that the court shall not be 
limited by the standards set forth in Section 603.10 of the Illinois 
Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act. Id. If the court hearing 
the order of protection grants parenting time for the 
Respondent, the order must specify dates and times for the 
parenting time to take place and any other specific parameters 
or conditions that are appropriate in order for Respondent’s 
parenting time to go forward. Id. The order of protection cannot 
order for parenting time to occur as "reasonable parenting 
time".  Id. There must be specificity to the order regarding 
parenting time. Id. 

 
Even while the OP or other protection orders are in 

place, the abuser can be ordered to pay support for minor 
child(ren) living with you, for your or your children's shelter or 
counseling services, and any other expenses that the court 
deems necessary. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(12), (16) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). There is a common 
misconception in Illinois that parenting time is linked to child 
support.  This is a misplaced idea.  Whether you are exercising 
parenting time or not, your obligation to pay child support does 
not terminate based on how often you get to spend time with 
your child.  Think of it this way, whether your child has parenting 
time with you or not, the child still needs food, medications, 
shelter, and clothing.    

 
An Immediate “Stay Away” Order will require the 

respondent to refrain from both physical and non-physical 
contact with the petitioner. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(3) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). This contact can be direct, 
indirect (including, but not limited to, telephone calls, mail, 
email, faxes, and written notes), or through third parties who 
may or may not know about the Order of Protection. The Stay 
Away Order can also prohibit contact with the minor 
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child/children. If a “Stay Away” Order is not implemented, the 
Court can enter an order for no offensive contact. 
If you have a house or rental property in common with the 
respondent, the court can order the respondent to leave the 
residence. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(2) (LexisNexis 
through P.A. 101-631). The petitioner can be granted exclusive 
possession of the residence. Id. The respondent will also be 
prohibited from entering or remaining anywhere while petitioner 
and/or protected person(s) is/are present. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
Ann. 60/214(3) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631).  This 
measure is to ensure that the abuser will not be present in the 
same home with the victim to increase the potential of repeat 
acts of violence.   
 

Within the Order of Protection, the Court has the 
authority to prohibit the respondent from possessing firearms. 
750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(14.5)(a) (LexisNexis through 
P.A. 101-631). Prohibition of firearms possession, pursuant to 
Section 60/214(14.5), requires that the respondent has 
received certain due process rights before the respondent is 
stripped of access to firearms. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(14.5)(a)(1)-(3) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The 
order of protection must have been issued after a hearing was 
conducted and the respondent received actual notice and the 
opportunity to participate. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(14.5)(a)(1) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The 
order of protection must also prohibit and restrain the 
Respondent from harassing, stalking, threatening and 
intimidating a partner or child, or engaging in conduct that would 
place the protected party in reasonable fear of bodily harm to 
the protected party or child. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(14.5)(a)(2) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). Finally, 
the order of protection must include a finding that the 
respondent is a credible threat to the physical safety of the 
protected parties/party. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(14.5)(a)(3)(i) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

 
Once the above criteria have been met, then the 

Respondent will be ordered to turnover firearms and will be 
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prohibited from possessing firearms as long as the order of 
protection remains in place. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(a) 
(LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The Court will issue a 
warrant for the firearms in possession of the Respondent and 
the firearms will be held in safekeeping for the duration of the 
order of protection. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/214(14.5)(a)(3)(i) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). The 
Respondent’s Firearm Owner’s Identification Card (“FOID 
Card”) will also be turned over to the local law enforcement 
agency. Id. The respondent cannot buy new firearms. Federal 
law further prohibits a person who is the subject of an order of 
protection from possessing a firearm or ammunition that has 
gone through interstate or foreign commerce. 18 U.S.C.S. § 
922(g)(8) (LexisNexis through P.L. 116-145). 

 
In reviewing the matter and deciding the remedies to 

outline in an EOP, the Judge must balance the hardships of the 
abuser if the court were to enter a certain remedy. 750 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/214(d) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
For example, what will be the hardship on the abuser if he/she 
was ordered to stay away from their employment and you both 
work for the same employer?  If the abuser is ordered to pay 
support and to make financial contributions, interference with 
either parties’ ability to work for an extended period of time 
could result in a hardship.  The IDVA states that if the court finds 
that the balance of hardships does not support the granting of 
certain remedies, which may require such balancing, the court's 
findings shall so indicate and shall include a finding as to 
whether granting the remedy will result in hardship to 
respondent that would substantially outweigh the hardship to 
petitioner from denial of the remedy. Id. The findings shall be 
an official recording or in writing. Id. 

 
A Stalking No Contact Order will order one or more of 

the following remedies: prohibit the respondent from 
threatening to commit or committing stalking; order the 
respondent not to have any contact with the petitioner or a third 
person specifically named by the court; prohibit the respondent 
from knowingly coming within, or knowingly remaining within a 
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specified distance of the petitioner or the petitioner's residence, 
school, daycare, or place of employment, or any specified place 
frequented by the petitioner; however, the court may order the 
respondent to stay away from the respondent's own residence, 
school, or place of employment only if the respondent has been 
provided actual notice of the opportunity to appear and be heard 
on the petition; prohibit the respondent from possessing a 
Firearm Owners Identification Card, or possessing or buying 
firearms; and order other injunctive relief the court determines 
to be necessary to protect the petitioner or third party 
specifically named by the court. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
21/80(b)(1)-(5) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 

The Remedies in a Stalking No Contact Order 

 If a court finds that the Petitioner has been a victim of 
stalking, then a stalking no contact order shall issue so long as 
requirements are met for either an emergency or plenary order. 
740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/80(a) (LexisNexis through P.A. 
101-650). There are a number of remedies that may be granted 
in connection with a stalking no contact order, which includes 
one or more of the following: 

1. Prohibiting the respondent from 
threatening to commit or committing 
stalking; 

2. Order the respondent not to have 
any contact with the petitioner or a 
third person specifically named by 
the court; 

3. Prohibit the respondent from 
knowingly coming within, or 
knowingly remaining within a 
specified place frequented by the 
petitioner; however, the court may 
order the respondent to stay away 
from the respondent’s own 
residence, school, or place of 
employment only if the respondent 
has been provided actual notice of 
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the opportunity to appear and be 
heard on the petition; 

4. Prohibit the respondent from 
possessing a Firearm Owner’s 
Identification Card, or possessing or 
buying firearms; and 

5. Order other injunctive relief the 
court determines to be necessary to 
protect the petitioner or third party 
specifically named by the court. 

740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/80(b)(1)-(5) (LexisNexis through 
P.A. 101-650).  
 
 If the respondent of a Stalking No Contact Order is a 
minor, then there are additional remedies that may be had. If 
both a protected party and respondent of a Stalking No Contact 
Order attend the same public, private, or non-public 
elementary, middle, or high school, then the Court must 
consider the following: the severity of the act; any continuing 
physical danger or emotional distress to the petitioner; the 
educational rights guaranteed to the petitioner and respondent 
under federal and state law; the availability of a transfer of the 
respondent to another school, a change of placement or 
program of the respondent; the expense, difficulty, and 
educational disruption that would be caused by a transfer of the 
respondent to another school; and any other relevant facts of 
the case. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/80(b-5) (LexisNexis 
through P.A. 101-650). The following may be ordered if both a 
protected party and respondent attend the same public, private, 
or non-public elementary, middle, or high school: that the 
respondent not attend the public, private, or non-public 
elementary, middle or high school attended by the petitioner; 
that the respondent accept a change or placement or program, 
as determined by the school district or private or non-public 
school; or place restrictions on the respondent’s movements 
within the school attended by the petitioner. Id. Additionally, if 
the respondent is a minor, then the Court may order the 
parents, guardian, or legal custodian to take certain actions or 
to refrain from taking certain actions, in order to ensure the 
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minor respondent complies with the order. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
Ann. 21/80(b-6) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-650).  
 If a Stalking No Contact Order is granted, the Court may 
award the petitioner costs and attorneys fees. 740 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 21/80(c) (LexisNexis through P.A. 161-650). 
However, monetary damages are not recoverable as a remedy. 
740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/80(d). If the order prohibits the 
respondent from possessing a Firearm Owner’s Identification 
Card, or possessing or buying firearms, then the Court shall 
confiscate the respondent’s Firearm Owner’s Identification 
Card and immediately return the card to the Department of 
State Police Firearm Owner’s Identification Card Office. 740 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/80(e) (LexisNexis through P.A. 161-650).  
 
 If a respondent violates a stalking no contact order, the 
first initial knowing violation of same is a Class A misdemeanor. 
740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 21/125 (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-
650). Second or subsequent violates are a Class 4 felony. Id. 
The Stalking No Contact Order must include language advising 
a respondent of this information. 740 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
21/110 (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-650).  

Enforcement of the Order of Protection 
 

Once an Order of Protection is entered, questions may 
arise regarding the enforcement of the order. What happens if 
the abuser violates the order? Violation of an order of protection 
can lead to criminal or civil sanctions. If the accuser is in 
violation, call the police or the sheriff. Even if you think it is a 
minor violation, call the police to help enforce the order and to 
make sure you are safe. An Order of Protection is only a piece 
of paper unless the petitioner enforces the order. 

 
The Illinois Domestic Violence Act requires the police to 

take all reasonable steps in preventing further abuse. 750 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 60/304(a) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). 
If police are called, be sure to write down the name(s) of the 
responding officers and their badge number(s) just in case you 
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may need to follow up at a later date. Insist that a police report 
is filed, even if no arrest is made. Have a copy of the order of 
protection ready to show the police. You should keep a copy of 
the order of protection at home, at your office, and on your 
person at all times. If the police do not arrest the Respondent 
or file a criminal complaint, there is still the option to file for civil 
contempt for a violation of the order. 750 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 
60/223(b) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631). It is a crime and 
contempt of court if the abuser knowingly violates the order in 
any way. 

 
Once a respondent receives service of an Emergency 

Order of Protection (EOP), he/she must abide by it. Even if the 
order was obtained by false testimony, resist the urge to correct 
the wrong by confronting the accuser. Do not use third parties 
to communicate for you while the EOP or any order of protection 
is in place. Violating the EOP or any order of protection may 
result in prosecution for contempt of court or violation of an 
Order of Protection. The violation would be a Class A 
Misdemeanor, which is punishable by 364 days incarceration 
sentence and or up to $2,500.00 in fines. 720 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
Ann. 5/12-3.4(d) (LexisNexis through P.A. 101-631); 730 Ill. 
Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/5-4.5-55(a), (e) (LexisNexis through P.A. 
101-631). The violation will likely result in a Plenary Order of 
Protection being granted or extended. 

 
If an Order of Protection has been filed against you, you 

will need to prepare your defense. One method is to dispute the 
allegations with presentation of evidence to refute the claims 
against you. Be prepared to present witnesses that were 
present when the alleged incident(s) took place and find 
someone who could testify that no threatening conduct 
occurred.  

 
Physical evidence, such as pictures, receipts or phone 

records or logs may also help contradict the plaintiff’s assertion 
that there was threatening behavior. You may subpoena any 
records you deem necessary and compel the attendance of any 
necessary or material witnesses. Typically, a hearing for a 
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Plenary Order of Protection will be assigned to a large court 
docket that can take a few hours to get through. Contact your 
witnesses prior to the court date and be sure that they will be 
present in court on the day of the hearing.  

 
Bring any physical evidence with you to court. Some 

counties may prohibit camera phones from entering the 
building. If you have evidence on your camera phone, you may 
ask the clerk when checking in to grant an order allowing you 
to bring the cell phone into the building. If an order of protection 
is filed and there are impending divorce proceedings, then it is 
likely that your divorce matter and order of protection will be 
combined or heard by the same Judge. 
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Seeking help for victims of Domestic Violence is 
essential to the victim’s survival and the process of regaining a 
sense of self.  The longer abuse continues there is more 
potential long term physical and psychological damage the 
victim possibly will experience. 

 
There are many avenues for victims to seek help, and some 
are provided below: 
 

• If you are hurt or in impending danger, please call 

911 immediately and do  

what you can to get in a safer situation.  

• Consider seeking an Order of Protection.  

• Contact an attorney for support within the judicial 

system and to  

understand your legal rights in a Domestic 
Violence situation. 

• Contact the National Domestic Violence 

Hotline at 800-799-SAFE (7233)  

or 800-787-3224 (TDD). The national hotline can 
guide you to local  
shelters in your community and/or to vital 
services. 

• Seek local therapists and counselors to provide 

support through the  

healing process. 
 

Help does exist for Victims who experience Domestic 
Violence; and an understanding of the options available is a key 
component to providing the victim with the specific help that 
they need. 
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LEGAL DISCLAIMER 

 

The content of this publication has been prepared by 
Gwendolyn J. Sterk and the Family Law Group, P.C. for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute legal 
advice, nor does it create or constitute an attorney-client 
relationship. You should contact an attorney for individual 
advice regarding your specific situation. Do not send us 
information until you speak with one of our attorneys and secure 
authorization to send that information to us. We cannot 
represent you until we know our representation of you will not 
result in a conflict of interest and an agreement is reached 
between you and us as to the terms of your engagement with 
our firm. This book was created to provide general 
information only. 

 

This book may include links or references providing direct 
access to other resources including websites. Gwendolyn J. 
Sterk and the Family Law Group, P.C. is not responsible for the 
accuracy or content of information contained in these outside 
sources. Links, articles or references from Gwendolyn J. Sterk 
and the Family Law Group, P.C. to third-party sites or providers 
do not constitute an endorsement by Gwendolyn J. Sterk 
and the Family Law Group, P.C. of the parties or their 
products and services. 
 
Gwendolyn J. Sterk and the Family Law Group, P.C. has been 

granted Limited Licensing for stock images. All images and 

other content in this publication (collectively the “Content”), as 

well as the selection and arrangement of the Content, are 

protected by copyright, trademark, patent, trade secret and 

other intellectual property laws and treaties (collectively, 

“Intellectual Property Laws”). Any unauthorized use of any 

Content may violate such laws and the Terms of Use. 

Gwendolyn J. Sterk and the Family Law Group, P.C. does 
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not grant any express or implied permission to use any 

Content. You agree not to copy, republish, frame, link to, 

download, transmit, modify, adapt, create derivative works 

based on, rent, lease, loan, sell, assign, distribute, display, 

perform, license, sublicense or reverse engineer the site or any 

or the content.  All Images in this book are protected by United 

States and international copyright laws and treaties. 
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APPENDIX 

 

Forms Included in this Appendix (in chronological order): 

• Petition for Order of Protection 

• Emergency Order of Protection 

• Plenary Order or Protection 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ii 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 



 

iii 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

iv 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

v 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

vi 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

vii 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

viii 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

ix 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

x 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xi 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xii 

 
Petition for Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/Pe

tition_for_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xiii 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 



 

xiv 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xv 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xvi 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xvii 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xviii 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xix 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xx 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xxi 

 
Emergency Order of Protection, 

https://courts.illinois.gov/Forms/approved/protective_orders/E

mergency_Order_of_Protection.pdf (as of Oct. 8, 2020). 

 



 

xxii 
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Recommended Reading 
 

If you are looking for information regarding marriage, divorce, 

maintenance, child support, children's welfare, special needs issues, 

domestic violence, elder care, grandparents' rights and estate 

planning in Illinois, check out, Navigating the Winding Road: Family 

Law and Estate Planning in Illinois, which ranked #1 New Release in 7 

categories on Amazon. Find it online at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 

Books-A-Million and Wal-Mart. Follow the book on social media at 

https://www.facebook.com/FamilyLawBookIllinois/ 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Navigating-Winding-Road-Planning-Gwendolyn/dp/1735714801
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